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SUBJT AMAN'S REQUEST FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE

CHARGE SHOULD DELIVER FULLOWING PERSONA|L MESSAGE FRQM
SECRETARY TO GENERAL AMAN}

"MY DEAR GENERAL AMAN, I AM TAKING THIS OPPURTUNITY TO

WRYTFE TO YOU IN CONNECYLION WITH THF CONVERSATLONS TRAT

HAVE BEEN HELD IN WASHINGTON AN(D IN ADDIS AGABA BETWEEN

OUR TWO BOVERNMENTS REGARDING ETHINPYAN MILIYARY RFEe

DUTREMENTS, LET ME BEGIN BY ASSURING YOU THAT THIS IS -
A SUBJECT THAT HAS RECEIVED MY PERSONAL ATTENTION OVER

THF PAST SEVFRAL WEEKS AMD THAT IT IS NNE WITH AHICH ]

WILL CONTIMUE TO CONCERN MYSELF BECAUSE OF THE LONGe

STANDING TIES BETWEEN ETHIOPIA ANG THE UNLITED STATES,

THE CONTINUED INTEREST OF THE UNTTED STATES IN ETHIGRIA

HAS RECENTLY BFEN MANIFESTED BY OUR SPECIAL ECONOMI( ASSISw B
TAMCE AND DROUGHT RELIEF PRUGRAMS A4S WELL AS BY THE DIVERe

SION OF CERTAIN MILITARY EQUIRMENT FROM U,S, ARMEQ FORCES IN

FURQOPE IN ORPER TQ MEET ETHIOPIAN PRYIORITY MILITARY NEERS,

PEVER SINCF FINANCE MINISTER NEGASH MET WITH UNDERSECREw
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TARY OF STATE SISCO IN WASHINGTUN FARLIER THIS MONTH, WE
WAVE BEEN BIVING CARFFUL, CONSIDERATION TO YUUR REQUEST FOR
o ADNDITIONAL MTILITARY ASSISTANCE THROUGH GRANT AID UR FOREIGN
MIL.ITARY SALES CREDITS. DUR COUNSIDERATION DF THIS PROBLEM
HAS REEN COMPLICATED BY THFE FACT THAT THE CONGRESS HAS
NUT YET ACTED ON THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE LEGISLATION FOR
FISGAL YEAR 1975 AND BY COUNGRESSTONAL LIMLTATIONS ON
YMF TOTaAL OF mMILTTARY ASSISTANCE TN AFRICA, IN THESE
CIRCUMSTANCES, AND AS A GESTURE OF THE UNLTED STATES!
NESIRE TO CUNTINUE TO BE AS HWELPFUL AS POSSIBLE T0 ETHIQ=
PIA, 1 HAVE DIRECTED THAT DOLS 8,3 MILLION IN DIRECT
FOREIGN MILITARY SALES CReD[TS BE MADE AVAILABLE TN
FETHRIOPTA IMMEDIATELY QUT OF THE INTERIM MILITARY AUTHQRI=
ZATION THE CONGRESS HAS APPROVED,

"OUR CHARGE DYAFFAIRES HAS DESCRIBED 7O ME THE CONw
TINUING CONCERN DF THE ETHIOPIAN GNVERNMENT REGARDING
THE NAMING QF A NEW .S, AMBASSADUR YO ETHIUPIA, YDU
Wit.L RECALL THAT AN AMBASSAYOR HAL BEEN NAMED BYT WaS
UNABLE TO TaAKE UP HIS RESPONSIBILITIES BECAUSE (UF PER=
SONAL REASONS, I WOULD LIKE YQU TQ KNOW THAT WE

ARF NUW WORKING URGENTLY ON THE SELECTION OF A NEw
AMBASSADOR, AND I EXPECT TO BE ARLE TU SUBMIT A NAME TO
YQu VERY SDQN,

"I TRUST, GENERAL AMAN, THAT YOU WILL ACCEPT THE ASSURw
ANCES CONTAINED IN THIS LETTER AND THE UECISION Y HAVE
MANE REGARDING MILTITARY CREUIT ASSTYSTANCE AS EV]IDENCE OF
THE CONMTINUED GUDD WwILL OF THE U,8, TOWARD ETHIQPIA AND
OF MY PERSONAL DESIRE TO STRENGTHEN THE RELATIONS BEw
THFEN OURHTWO COUNTRIES TOU THE MAXIMUNM EXTENT POSSIBLE,"
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